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SHORT COMMUNICATION 


THE REINSTATEMENT OF TROMOTRICHE HAW. (STAPELIFAE) 


L. C. LEAcH 
(Botanical Research Institute, Private Bag X101, Pretoria 0001, R.S.A.) 


The three species of Stapelia L., S. revoluta Masson, S. engleriana 
Schlechter and S. thudichumii Pillans present a difficult taxonomic problem. 
Obviously closely related, the three species are yet sufficiently divergent to 
cause doubts to arise regarding the correctness of regarding them as congen- 
ers. All appear to have links with Orbea Haw., Tridentea Haw., and to a 
lesser extent with Stapelia, while the recent discovery of the rare S. remota 
R.A.Dyer has, in some ways, further complicated the position, as although 
apparently closely related in its flowers to the controversial trio, it is other- 
wise wholly Stapelia in character, and is therefore retained in that genus. 

However, consideration of the remaining three individual species vis-a- 
vis the above mentioned genera, leads to the conclusion that none can be 
included without introducing an undesirable extent of heterogeneity in 
genera which are at present, satisfactorily homogeneous. 

The possibility of subgeneric status in Tridentea to which the three spe- 
cies appear. as a group, to be more closely related than to either Stapelia or 
Orbea was also carefully considered but found to be similarly unacceptable. 

It has been decided therefore, to resurrect Haworth’s Tromotriche in 
which S. revoluta has been accommodated since 1812, originally at generic 
level and subsequently at sectional. 

The necessary new combinations are accordingly validated below, full 
descriptions, discussion and bibliography will be published later. 


Tromotriche Haw., Syn. Pl. Succ.: 36 (1812). 
Species typica: Tromotriche revoluta (Masson) Haw. 


Tromotriche revoluta (Masson) Haw., Syn. PI. Succ.: 36 (1812), et 
Suppl. Pl. Succ.: 11 (1819).—G. Don, Gen. Syst. 4: 119 (1838). 

Stapelia revoluta Masson, Stap. Nov.: 12, t.10 (1796). 

Lectotype: Masson, Stap. Nov. t.10. 


Tromotriche engleriana (Schlechter) Leach, comb. nov. | 
Stapelia engleriana Schlechter in Bot. Jahrb. 38: 49. fig. 8 (1905 
Type: described from a live plant and flowers in spirit (Bt). 

Neotype: S. Africa, Cape, near Laingsburg. Pillans 60 (BOL!). 
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The original material is assumed to have been destroyed; Pillans 60 is 
selected to serve as neotype; the Laingsburg locality was cited by both Ber- 
ger and N. E. Brown and the flowering specimen in BOL is supplemented 
by one in fruit under the same number which is also in the Bolus Herbar- 
ium. 


Tromotriche thudichumii (Pillans) Leach, comb. nov. 

Stapelia thudichumii Pillans in Jl S. Afr. Bot. 25: 375 (1959). 

Type: S. Africa, Tanqua Karoo, Thudichum in Herb. Bolus. 26740 
(BOL}). 


